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Income and Expenditure 
 

Income: During the year the Parish Council’s greatest source of  
income was the precept from Maldon District Council which  
remained, as it has done for the last three years, £40,000. We were 
also grateful to receive grants and donations totalling £9,624.50 
from the Purleigh Community Fund and Purleigh Playing Field  
Association towards the newly refurbished children’s play area in 
the sums of £6,862 and £2,500 respectively, plus match funding 
from Purleigh School towards the cost of enforcing parking  
restrictions in Pump Lane and the Westerings (£262.50). Letting 
fees from the pavilion and playing field came to £5,249 but 
£5,267.71 was spent maintaining the facilities excluding the cost 
of grass cutting and insurance. 
 
Expenditure: By far the most significant item of expenditure this 
year was the sum of £31,366 on the refurbishment of the chil-
dren’s play area. Thanks to the hard work, fund raising efforts and  
dedication of the Purleigh Community Fund supported by the  
Parish Council and grants from Essex County Council, the Na-
tional Lottery and the PPFA this will prove to be an invaluable  
community asset, once Government restrictions on its use have 
been lifted. 
 
The Parish Council also spent £5,135 on grass cutting, £1,271.33 
on Purleigh’s open spaces and it was pleased to give grants to  
Purleigh Shop (£2,500),  Purleigh Croquet Club (£500),  Home  
Start (£100), the RNLI (£40), Farleigh Hospice (£40) the Essex & 
Herts Air Ambulance (£40) and the Royal British Legion for a 
wreath which was laid at the War Memorial on Remembrance 
Sunday (£40).   The cost of last May’s elections to the parish was 
£69.15. 
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PURLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD  

1
st 

 APRIL 2019 — 31
st
  MARCH 2020 

 
YOUR COUNCIL 

 Graham Rayner (Chairman)  5, Hawkins Close, Cock Clarks, Purleigh. 
      Tel: 01621 828117 
 Steven Bardwell (Vice Chairman) Brooklea, Cold Norton Road, Latchingdon. 
      Tel: 01621 740234 
 Nigel Arthur    Contact via the Clerk. 
 
 Colin Ash    Gardeners Cottage, Spar Lane, Purleigh 
      Tel: 01621 827055 
 Brian Oliver              Cosy Nook, Chelmsford Rd, Purleigh. 
      Tel: 01621 828433 
 Steven Potter      Lower Barn Farm, Roundbush Rd, Purleigh.  
        Tel 01621 828270 
 Gavin Strathern    Spar Hill Farm, Chelmsford Rd, Purleigh 
      Tel: 07702 322203 
 
CLERK 
 Jane Potter  Lower Barn Farm, Roundbush Road, Purleigh, Nr. Mundon,  
    Maldon, Essex. CM9 6NN. 
    Tel: 01621 828270;  Email: jane.m.potter@btinternet.com 
WEBSITE   www.purleigh.com 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 
These are extraordinary times and as I write we are in lockdown to try to prevent the spread of 
Coronavirus. As a result, for the first time the Parish Council has only held eleven ordinary 
meetings during the year at which Councillors made 53 attendances out of a possible 77, the 
April meeting having being cancelled. One Councillor attended every meeting and our thanks 
go again to our District and County Council Ward Members for attending the public sessions 
held before each meeting, listening to our concerns and for keeping us informed about the work 
of their respective organisations.  Councillors also attended a number of site meetings across the 
parish concerning amongst other things, the refurbishment of the children’s play area and 
grounds maintenance issues relating to land around The Glebe owned by Moat homes. We also 
hosted a very well attended public meeting about parking in Pump Lane and the Westerings and 
were making good progress towards finding some solutions when the Government’s restrictions 
on meetings came into force.   
 
During this very difficult period, it has become even more apparent that the establishment of a 
Community Shop in Purleigh last year has provided many parishioners with a life-line, acting as 
it does as the community hub for Purleigh.  I cannot stress our thanks enough to the Manager, 
staff, many volunteers, and the management committee for being on the front line providing 
goods and services to parishioners who need them so much. I would also like to thank Purleigh 
Community Fund members who were amongst the first to volunteer to help meet the many and 
diverse needs of those in our community who are vulnerable or self-isolating.   It was with 
pleasure that during the year the Parish Council was able to give another grant of £2,500 to the 
shop and to pay its annual affiliation fee to the Plunkett Foundation. 
 
We are also very grateful to the Purleigh Community Fund for all their work which resulted 
very briefly in the newly refurbished Children’s Play Area being open. I think we managed 
about two days before all playgrounds in the country were forced to close to try to halt the 
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transmission of Covid 19. We are extremely grateful to the vast majority of Purleigh residents 
who are being responsible by staying at home, protecting the NHS and so saving lives, but 
sadly there are a minority who are still using the playing field inappropriately by failing to 
comply with the rules around social distancing.  Every such incident we are made aware of is 
reported to the Police, so please for all our sakes and yours don’t break the rules.  
 
During the year we commented on 52 planning applications, and responded to numerous 
consultation papers, including those concerning the future of the Army & Navy Roundabout 
following the removal of the flyover; strengthening police powers to tackle unauthorised 
encampments; local authority financing  and supplementary planning documents.  In 
September the Parish Council also arranged via the Essex Association of Local Councils and 
PROVIDE for some free training to be delivered to parishioners interested in mental health 
issues.   
 

The total amount of money we required from Maldon District Council for the year ending 
31st March 2020 was £40,000, the same as in the previous year.  
 
During the year the Parish Council has continued to provide and maintain the pavilion and 
playing field for the benefit of parishioners. We had the pavilion ceiling painted (£750), 
installed a new smoke alarm and floodlight (£293) and replaced the water boiler in the kitchen 
(£331.35.)  Income from letting the pavilion during the year came to £5,249.00, but we spent 
£5,267.71 maintaining the facilities, spending £1,473 of that sum on general maintenance and 
£128 on improved security. An additional £2,655 was spent on cutting the playing field grass 
and works to trees around its perimeter. 
 
During the year the Parish Council continued to pay Maldon District Council’s Community 
Engagement Team to enforce both the parking restrictions in Pump Lane, assisted once again 
by match funding from Purleigh Community Primary School, and the speed limits in 
Chelmsford Road and Hackmans Lane using Tru-Cam.  103 Fixed Penalty Notices were issued 
to speeding motorists between 1st April 2019 and  31st March 2020 and during the same period 
a further 31 motorists parking illegally in Pump Lane and the Westerings were fined. We have 
also asked those Officers no longer deployed on Tru-Cam patrols because of Government 
restrictions, to enforce social distancing measures around the parish and we are still waiting for 
enforcement of the speed limits in Fambridge Road, Cold Norton Road and Maldon Road to 
commence. 
 
New legislation introduced during the year which we are required to comply with are the 
Website Accessibility Regulations.  All local authority provided websites will, from 30th 
September 2020, have to be accessible from any device including mobile phones and tablets, 
and must incorporate features within them to better enable  people with disabilities to navigate 
them successfully. To this end we have employed a specialist company, TEEC, to re-design 
our website to ensure compliance.  We hope you will be patient during this transitionary period 
and apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.  We are very grateful to our exiting 
webmaster, Mr. Rapley, who has done a wonderful job for twenty years keeping 
www.purleigh.com up to date. The Parish Council would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank Jim Ovel for all his work in the parish, Mrs. Dilworth for her work at the pavilion and 
the clerk for continuing to efficiently administer the work of the council.  

 
Finally, it is my annual duty to report that the council has one employee, white, British who 
received training during the year.  We are not able to detect any pattern of inequality arising 
from this data.  Graham Rayner (Chairman). 
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FINANCIAL MATTERS 
During the period 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 the Parish Council’s income and  
investments amounted to £118,591.57 and in the same period it spent £82,445.44 on 
parishioners’ behalf.  At  31st March 2020 the following monies were held: 
 
General Fund: 
Barclays Community (Current) Account £1,066.55 
Barclays Business Premium Account £17,243.54 
Petty Cash £50.00   
Earmarked Reserves: 
Capital Projects Fund £10,489.05 
Legacy account  £7,296.99 
 £36,146.13 

Precept £40,000.00

Interest on Investments 

£111.20

Allotment Rents 

£385.00

Pavilion & Playing 

Field £5254.00

General Administration 

£1357.90

Grants & Donations 

£9624.50
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Parish Council Income April 2019 - March 2020

General administration 

£6472.48

Open Spaces £1271.33

Pavilion & Playing 

Field £5288.71

Grasscutting £5135.00

Allotments £709.55

Salaries £20938.73

Grants & Donations 

£3260.00

Capital Spending 

£31,336
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Parish Council Expenditure April 2019 - March 2020


